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The Bridge

During the Gallic Wars, Julius Caesar built a temporary bridge over the Rhine to battle the Sugambri and Suebi tribes. It carried the weight of 40,000 men, horses, and equipment and was built in 10 days. Soldiers labored day and night. The Ubians offered boats for the crossing but Caesar thought this too risky and not fitting for his own and Rome’s prestige. Boats sat on the water. Men sat in them. Seated men were inert, passive, and weak. On the bridge, Caesar’s soldiers marched across in wide columns. Trumpets blew. Flags waved. Horses strutted draped in color. Seeing this display, the enemy on the opposite shore fled and hid in the forest. Caesar and his men roamed the countryside for eighteen days, burning their villages. Then they returned, crossing the bridge once more. The bridge was pulled apart by the same men who assembled it. Nothing remained and 
the winds filled the cavity with emptiness.

Lin Hixson, Director
We (Lin, Matthew, Ilie) conceived this project after an invitation from Julius Caesar Gallery in 2014, and in response to the gallery’s name and physical dimensions. We worked each with some authority over our individual parts, developing them in parallel, with mutual dialogue, influence and suggestion, and we assembled them in collaboration.

With the invitation from Tricia Van Eck of 6018 North, we reconfigured the project for Comfort Station as part of the first Chicago Architecture Biennial.
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